Serial No. 09/993,262 
Docket No. 740105-87 
Page 6 


REMARKS 

By the above actions, claims 1, 3, 5, and 6 have been amended and new claims 11-16 
have been added, the amendment to claim 3 being to correct a minor informality discovered 
during preparation of this response and the spelling of the word "actuatable" corrected from 
"actuable." 

In view of these actions and the following remarks, reconsideration of this 
application is now requested. 

Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the indication that claim 5 would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form. Accordingly, claim 5 has been amended to be in 
independent form and therefore should be now in condition for allowance. In addition, 
independent claims 1 and 6 have been amended and are likewise believed to be in condition 
for allowance, for the following reasons. 

The rejection of claims 1-4 and 6-10 based upon Fortune et aL (U.S. Patent No. 

5,325,218) is inappropriate, because Fortune et aL fails to teach or suggest all of the features 

recited in these claims, as amended. For example, independent claim 1, as amended, recites: 

four independently actuatable changeover contacts 
for activating and reversing the at least three electric 
servomotors one of at a same time and in pairs, a pair of said 
changeover contacts being connected respectively to said first 
pole and said second pole of said voltage source; and 


independent claim 6, as amended, recites: 

a circuit for connection to said at least three electric 
servomotors, said circuit including a voltage source having a 
first pole and a second pole, four independently actuatable 
changeover contacts for activating and reversing the at least 
three electric servomotors one of at a same time and in 
pairs, wherein a pair of said changeover contacts are connected 
respectively to said first pole and said second pole of said 
voltage source 
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As noted in the Specification, in the Table between paragraphs [0019] and [0020], the 

servomotors 24, 26, and 28 can be activated and reversed at a same time (e.g., states 1 1 and 

12) or in pairs (e.g., states 7 and 8). By contrast, Fortune et al. discloses motors 36a, 34a and 

168 being operated individually in forward or reverse directions, but fails to teach or suggest 

the motors 36a, 34a and 168 being operated at the same time or in pairs. Specifically, at 

col. 11, lines 1-7, Fortune et al states that: 

The shift mechanism 10 includes a reversible rail select 
electric motor 34 which moves the shift member 24 between a 
plurality of positions in which the shift member is aligned with 
different shift rails 12, 14 or 16. A reversible in-gear electric 
motor 36 is provided to move the shift member 24 and a shift 
rail 12, 14, or 16 with which it is aligned. Movement of the 
shift rail 12, 14 or 16 moves a clutch element relative to the 
gears. The motor control circuitry 60 effects one-at-a-time 
operation of the rail select motor 34 and the in-gear 
motor 36. 

Accordingly, independent claims 1 and 6 are allowable over Fortune et aL 9 because 
Fortune et al. fails to teach or suggest the motors 36a, 34a and 168 being operated at the 
same time or in pairs. Specifically, since the motors 34 and 36 are operated one at a time, 
Fortune et al. fails to teach or suggest operating the motors 36a, 34a and 168 at the same time 
or in pairs. 

In addition, new dependent claims 11-16 have been added based on the noted 
disclosure of Table between paragraphs [0019] and [0020]). Dependent claims 2-4 and 7-16 
are allowable over Fortune et al. on their own merits and for at least the reasons argued 
above with respect to their independent claims. 

The prior art that has been cited, but not applied by the Examiner, has been taken into 
consideration during formulation of this response. However, since this art was not 
considered by the Examiner to be of sufficient relevance to apply against any of the claims, 
no detailed comments thereon is believed to be warranted at this time. 

While the present application is now believed to be in condition for allowance, should 
the Examiner find some issue to remain unresolved or should any new issues arise, which 
could be eliminated through discussions with Applicants' representative, then the Examiner is 
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invited to contact the undersigned by telephone in order that the further prosecution of this 
application can thereby be expedited. 

Lastly, it is noted that a separate Extension of Time Petition accompanies this 
response along with a check in payment of the requisite extension of time fee. However, 
should that petition become separated from this Amendment, then this Amendment should be 
construed as containing such a petition. Likewise, any overage or shortage in the required 
payment should be applied to Deposit Account No. 19-2380 (740105-87). 


NIXON PEABODY LLP 
8180 Greensboro Drive, Suite 800 
McLean, VA 22102 
Telephone: (703)770-9315 

DSS:CRV:crv 


Respectfully submitted, 



